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THE

EDITOR’s PREFACE, "

'THE Editor of this colle@ion of papers
relating to Ireland, here offers to the public-
the fruit of many years refearches ; and
they will find in the ColleGanea many va-
luable tra@ts never yet publithed of thofe
learned and induftrious antiquaries, Uther,
Davies, Barclay and Lhwyd. g

HE moft gratefully acknowledges his
obligations to the fenior Fellows of Trinity
College, Dublin, for the free accefs given
him to many valuable papers in their libra-
ry. Mafter of the ancient language of Ire-
land, he has copied and tranflated all the
fragments he could dilcover of the ancient
Brehon Laws of this country, fome of which. -
are evidently of an @ra antecedent to Chrif-
tianity in this ifland, being the edi@s of
Modha Nuadha, who was flain in battle at
the clofe of the fecond century. The ori-
ginal of one volume of thefe Laws is in the
College Library, and many fheets on the
fame fubje@ being among the fragments
colle@ted by that great antiquarian Ed.
Lhwyd, for the Chandos Library, were
obtained for the Editor from Sir John Sea-
bright, by the favourable interceffion of the
Earl of Charlemont.

To
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To the Earl of Rhaden he is obliged for
a Colle@anea from the Lisber Lecanus,once

 the property of the College of Dublin, but

now in the library of the Irith College at
Paris. Lord Mount-Florence has alfo ob-
ligingly obtained for his ufe, a moft valua-
ble manufcript containing the various tri-
butes paid by the petty princes to the pro-
vincial kings, and ‘reciprocally by thefe to
the Plaths dr petty princes. .
- o his ingenious friend Charles O*Con-
nor, Efq; he is indebted for fome fragments
of the Brehon Laws ; for the Dun-Sheana-
oas or ancient Topography of Ireland, and
for feveral valuable annals. All thefe will
be prefented to the reader in an Englith
drefs in the courfe of this work. ‘The an-
ctent Laws will exhibit a true and impar-
tial piGure of the morals, manners and po-
Kee of the people ; they will demonftrate
that fo far from being favage and barba-
rous, they were reﬁncc%, polithed and learn-
ed : they will demonfirate that Sir John
Davies and others who have treated of thefe
Laws, were ignorant of their force and
contents; and that O‘Flaherty and Keating
ftudioufly avoided them, as they would have
forced them from that fabulous path in

- which the bards and poets had bewildered

them. O°‘Flaherty pleadedvignorance of the
old language in which thefe laws were writ-

- tm to Mr, Lhwyd, (fee Lhwyd’s Letter to

the Royal Society, Phil. Tranf. No. 336.)
iCt it is evident from the numerous poems
e tranflated in his Ogygta to ferve his own
- purpofes,

’
e
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purpofes, written in the {fame diale&, that
this was an evafive excufe. .

Many [tineraries made through this
country by learned men are in the cabinets
of the curious and in the college library.
Among the latter colle@ion is the followng
chorographical defcription of: the county of
Weft-Meath, which we offer to the public
as the firft number of this work, to which
we have added a map of the county, di-
vided into baronies and parifhes as a more
perfe bafis for fome future pen to proceed
on. England, France and Italy abound
with Topographical writers. ‘This deline-
ation of a county by a private gentleman,
may perhaps excite a like {pirit among our-
felves, fo that in the knowledge at leaft of
our country it may not be iaid as in other
fciences, that we are two centuries behind
our neighbours.

The antiquities of this ifland bear un-
common and indelible marks of very remote -
times. Phcenician monuments are {catter-
ed over the furface of it, and what is more
extraordinary, Pheenician names of things
and places are retained even at this day.

To convents and monks we are indebted
for the prefervation of numberlefs monu-
ments of antiquity, and this refleGtion ought
to mitigate our difguft on perufing their
dry regifters of names and tranfations. At
the reformation our antiquities were on the
point of beinginvolved in the ruins of thefe
religious foundations. Sir James Ware firft

undertook to refcue them, and to vindicate
their
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their utility, and confidering his ignorance
of the Irith language he did much. His works
are the outlines and materials of a great
plan which he enjoyed neither life or abili-
ties to finifth, and it 18 much to be lament-
ed that he had not the good fortune to
meet with fo experienced and intelligentan
amanucnfis as Mac Ferbifs fooner.

The pagan inhabitants of this ifland pre-
ferved the primitive Pheenician idolatry of
the worfhip of the Sun and heavenly hoft,
as types of a Supreme Being, until the ar-
rival of the firft Chriftian miffionaries. Our
druids like thofe of Gall, conftituted aca-
demies to promote learning, and they were
obliged to devote twenty years to ftudy
before they were admitted to the degree of
do&or. They were allured to application
by the many privileges of ftudents and the
great authority their ancient do&ors ob-
tained. Cafar, lib. 6. fays of the druids
of Gall, that they were exempted from war
and paying tribute ; and that thefe privi-
leges defcended to the Chriftian clergy, and
to the bards, will appear from the frag-
ments of the Brehon Laws.

The druids affe@ed various and almoft
all kinds of Philofophy, (Strabo, lib. 4.)
and Pliny grants to them fkill in medicines
and magic. Of their opinions in ethicks s
Diogenes Laertius in the proeme to his
booﬁ, gives us this account, and they fa»
the druids were wont to p/zilofof,’zize enigma—
tically ; that the gods were to be worfkipped =
that no evil was to be done ; that fortitude was
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to be embyaced. 'This enigmatical mode of

philofophizing, fo prevalent among the
orientals, they learned from the ancient
Phcenicians, who had it from the Jews.

That the druids were fkilled in geogra-
phy, aftronomy and natural philofophy,
we learn from Ceefar ; and Mela declares,
they taught that the foul was cternal.

Our Irith druids ftrangers to the laft of
the Grecian and Roman deities, and to the
grofs idolatory of the more modern Pheeni-
cians, enjoyed the pure worfhip of Baal or
the Sun, as the type of one Supreme Being.
Hence in the days of paganifm (as we learn
from Avienus an author of the fourth cen-
tury, who took it from more ancient au-
thors,) this was called the Holy Ifland, and
after Chriftianity the Ifland of Saints. No
image of Jupiter, Mars, Venus, or any

other pagan deity was ever found in Ire-

land, but the rough unhewn pillar fill pre-
{ents itfelf in every parifh.

The druidical tenets yet preferved in
fome fragments of our ancient manufcripts,
fhall be more largely treated of in the courfe
of this work. We fhall prove that our
Irith druids confidered Baal as the name of
the true God; that the Afifyrians, Chal-
~ deans, and Pheenicians, applied this facred
Dame to the Sun, after which the Lord
COmmanded the Ifraelites to call him no
Mmore by that name, as in the fixteenth
verxfe of the fecond chapter of Hofea, And
1t fball be in that day that thou fhall call me
Y*i, and fhall no more call me Baal. .

That

xi
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That we may leave no material {ubje&
relating to Ircland undifcufled, we fhall
give an ample detail of the records in Bir-
mingham tewer, with the fubftance of
each : an article the more important as fome
of the rolls have been lately confumed by
fire, and others rendered illegible by ver-
min and time. A ‘compleat Irifh hiftorical
library will alfo be introduced. Ina word,
it is propofed to give the public every in-
terefting matter that concerns this king-
dom and its antiquities, partly from our
own labours, in fuch numbers as fhall not
exceed the price of Three Shillings each,
and frequently under that value , and we
hope from the extent of the plan now laid
before the public, that the fale of this firf
number will be fuch as to encourage the
publication of another, as foon as it can
be prepared for the prefs ; and we beg
leave to add, that the publication will al-
together depend on the early attention ma-
nifefted to the undertaking,

T O



TO THE
RIGHT REV,. FATHER INGOD
ANTH 0 N ¥,
Lorp BisHop or MEATH,

One of his Majefty’s Moft Honourabl¢ Privy
Council of IreLAND, and Vice-Chancellor of

the Univerfity of DusLin.

MY LORD,

WH EN at your Lordfhip’s command I
wrote-and prefented - to your Lordfhip that incon-
fiderable trifle, my remarks of this county of
Weft-Meath, you were pleafed, fuch and fo
great is.your humanity, to declare an efteem for
it, far beyond its value ; when after I had the
bonour and happinefs of kiffing your Lordfhip’s
hand, and receiving your blefling at your vifita-
tion at Mullmgar, you were pleafed to enjoin me
to renew my inquiries, and try what more I could
glean up of remarks to add unto thofe before pre-
fented. I, who think myfelf highly honoured in
undertaking any employment at your Lordfhip’s
command, could not omit to make a new attempt,
and although I have met with very little more
than what at firft I offered, yet being thus brought

on a review of what I had written, I have not
only



Xiv

DEDICATTION.

only given a few things new, but have attempted
in fome places by way of effay or conjeture at
the reafon of thofe phcenomena, which at firft, fo
diftruftful am I of my own judgment in enquiries
of that kind, I durft hardly adventureat; and
now reflefting on what I have done, I have too
great caufe-to fear, that my performance hath
illuftrated nothing more than my own weaknefs
and ignorance in the great works of the Almigh-
ty’s hand-maid, Nature. |

But what apology fhall I make for my over
long excurfion in that of the effort of the air on the
water of the ocean ? Surely nothing lefs than that
goodnefs, I havealready fufficiently experienced
in your Lordfhip, can make atonement for it.

T here are now many years elapfed fince |l firft
met with the elaborate difcourfe of the incompa-
rable philofopher, the honourable Mr. Robert
Boyle, concerning the weight and preffure of the
air, which firft miniftred to me thefe fancies,
which I have here adventured to {pread before
your Lordfhip ; and though I feem to write with
as much affurance of them, as if they were revers
thofe doors and bars mentioned in the book of
Job, which the all-wife and powerful Creator
hath fet unto the ocean, faying, Hitherto fbal:
thou come but no furtber, and bere [ball 1by proud
wWaves btﬁoppfd, yet 1 here let your Lordﬂlip
know I have done all only by way of effay, not
at all prefuming that what I write is the real truth
of the matter ; we know that the ways of ‘the
Lord are unfearchable and paft finding out : he
is, as the philofopher fays of him, i kgonfwr. 1f
I have overftrained Mr. Boyle's fprings beyond
either his defign or their own ftrefs, yet I hope I

" have
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have not cracked them. His do&rine, and what
he with great candour and modefty builds onit,
is nothing weakened by my bolder attempt, nor
am I concerned whether my fancies fink or fwim.
If your Lordfhip thinks I have overfhot the mark,
I am very well contented to fit down with the re-
proof 1 find old Phoebus gives his over hardy fon,
when nothing muft ferve him but he muft up and
ride. i

Magna petis, Phacton ; et que non viribus sfis

Munera convensunt.

Your Lordthip will find the accounts I give yoy
of fome places enlarged, efpecially thofe of Ath-
lone and the battle of Rochenell ; indeed what I
gave before thereof was, methought, flight and
defultory, far fhort of the merit of the matter,
inafmuch as the actions of Athlone and Roche-
nell comprife all that was of remark in thiscoun-
ty during the whole courfe of the war : for from:
the battle of Rochenell which was in the begin-
ning of February, 1642, forward, this couqty
being altogether within the Irifh quarters, here
was no {cene for attion, I thought them I fay too
flenderly reprefented, althoughI gave your Lord-
fhip all I then knew. .

I therefore made it my bufinefs to get further
knowledge of thefe things by application toa very
worthy commander yet living, e guorum pars ipfe
JSuit non parva, who with no lefs candour and in-
genuity, than fidelity and fincerity, hath given
me the moft of what your Lordfhip finds repre-
fented of that time, whofe memory not retaining
the numbers of the flain on fevera] occafions, and
other circumftances, he chofe rather to be filent in

many
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many particulars, than to give any thing which
he himfelf had not a particular remembrance of.
What I bad not of that worthy gentleman,
gleaned up among the natives, and being no way
to their advantage, I thought I might more fafely
infertit : It is only what you find concerning the
county of Longford forces, which came up late
snd yet too foon for thernfelves, and which aftey
a courfe of forty years, I little wender, having
had no monitor, if that worthy gentleman fhould

have omitted. |
. If any thing here prefented, be worth your

. Lordthip’s pains in reading over, I befeech your

Lordfhip to afcribe it, where only due, to the
influence your Lordfhip’s commands have over
me, not only begetting in me a readinefs to under-
take, but enabling me in fome meafure to per-
form ; which give me leave to prefent to yous
Lordthip in the more polite ftrain of our Britith

Virgil,
" Ut quod ab ingenio domini fperare nequibant,

Deberent genio forfiran ifia tuo.
BucHANAN.

MY LORD,
Your Lordfhip's
Moft Humble Servant,
HENRY PIERS,



A

CHOROGRAPHICAL

DESCRIPTION

OF THE COUNTY OF

WEST-MEATH

HE county of Weft-Meath is bounded Bouads.
on the Eaft with the county of Eaft-
Meath, on the Weit with the county of Rof-
common, (from which it is parted by the river
Shannon) on the North with the counties of
Cavanand Longford, from which it is parted for
the moft part by the riverinny, and on the South
by the King’s county. - -
- It is extended from Eaft to Weft, viz. from peen:
Caftle town, near Athboy in Meath to Athloneon
the Shannon, about 35 Irifh miles, (which might
ftrike hard on g0 knglith miles) and generally
not more than 14 or 15 in'breadth, conteining in
this {furround more than 180,000 acres of profit-
able land, plantation meafure, befides bogs, lakes
and heathy mountains, accounted unprofimable. -

Itis cantoned into 11 baronies, whereof on the
North-Eaft, Delvin; onthe North, Demy-four®, Barosies.
Corkery, Moygoyfth, and Rathconrath;; on the ~
Noith and Weft, Kilkenny; on the Weft- and
South, Clonlonan ; on the South, Moycathell,

. B and
® i, ¢. The Half Barony of Fore. |
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m “he ceare the bercrry of Moyafhell and Ma-
beredernan. The mofk Wefiern peart of the
bercny cf Kikenny, where it draweth near
Athlcne, is thied the territory of Brawny, con-
tapncg aboer 7 er goo0 acTes
Marwre of THus ccunty s for the moft part of a pleafant
the foil, and fruxfcl :al, m which reipe@® fome have
b ciled it the gzwden of leclend, well watered with
many {mall rvers, brooks and Iskes, in all parts
fiored with exceliert arable, meadow, and pafture
grounds, aboundieg m all fosts of gram, fheep
and kine, all icres of tame and wild-fowl, fruits,
and frefh-water fith ; deficient m nothing necef-
fary to the uie and cmolument of human Life,
excepe only tmbers of bulk, (wherewtth allo it was
annently well ficsed) a want @ be bewailed, not
enly in this coenty, bt in mofk parts of che
kingdom ; and, whatis yet maore deplorsble, littlc
care is taken for propagating fo nfeful 2 commodi-
ty, amidft the havock thereof made by iron-work s,
&c. in thefe countics, where ss yet only fmall
serominders of timber are : So thatit is much to
be feared that pofterity will want not only me-
ceflaries for buildiag, but cvem where-witha!l
to drefs their leather, and make veflels for ex-
portation of thew inbred commodities, unlefs
by s careful and timely prevention (3 work well
dbecoming the wifdomr of our Parltament) pro-
vifion be made for planting and raifing all forts of
foreft trees, even in this our generation: Never~
thelef(s this our county is well flored with copfes
or underwoods, the poor remainders of our art~
tient forefts.
Hills ang 1t i8 every where raifed in moft pleafant hillsanc
es. hanging grounds, and deprefled again in mo‘?
‘ fruitfus

Coples.
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fruitful plains : Many of our hills are excellent
arable even to their very fummits or tops, as

Farragh, Frevin, Slewin, Larah, Knockafty, and
divers others in moft parts of the county.

It's principal commodities are corn of all kinds, Commo-
hides, tallow, flax, hemp, cheefe, butter, wool,dities.

wool-fells, honey, wax, &c.

Jerra fuss contenta bonis, non indiga mercis,
Lucaw

S .. e

a foil,
The plough rewarding and the merchant’s toil,,
Riam dyves nives pecoris, quam latiss abundans,

Vma.

What ftares, my dames, and my folds contain,
DrypEN.

It is watered every where with plenty of fpnngs,
rivulets, brooks, lakes as aforefaid, and a few Iargc
rivers, whereof the chief are the Sharmon which Shannoo;
only bordereth our county on the Weft, and no
where that I know of runneth within it. 1 fhall
not undertake to give a defcription of this the
nobleft of all the rivers in this kingdom, naviga-
ble for 60 miles within land, fo as thips of the
greateft burden come up to the key of Limerick,
in which refpe@ no river which I have read or
heard of in Europe, can vie with it, unlefs
the Dannmow, or Ifter may be excepted. But as
this famous or antient river €as its name feemethte
import) only toucheth on us, I only touch oa it
and proceed to gtve fome account of others. -

The next r1iver of note is the Inny, before~Tay,
mentioned only as a boundary, but it is not fo
altogether, for it holdeth a continued courfe of
ten miles, wholly within this county, dividing the

B 2 barony
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barony of Moygoyfh into two half baronies, the
upper on the South-fide, the lower on the North
fide thereof. It hath itsrife in the county of
Cavan, in * Lough-Rower, where pafling under
Daily andge in that county, it falleth intot
- Lough-Selin above Finah in this county, thence
gathcnng itfelf into a narrower channel, it glideth
under a bridge there, whence after it hath con-
tinued its narrow courfc for a while, it again
expatiateth in the broad waters of Lough-Kinully,

from which again it holdeth a narrower couzfe for
5 miles, and then lofeth itfelfin the large and finu-
ous lake called Lough-Direvreagh, which waters
the fhores of three baronies. From this lake(where-
in it was almoft drowned) it recovereth again by
much ado, and glideth; (for I cannot fay it run-
neth) in a fmooth, large, deep, and muddy chan-
nel, by fome called Lough-Sallagh, 'till it water-
"eth Ballybane then clofer girt, it fubmitteth to the
bridge of Ballmglach an antient and well built
bridge, which having of late béen very incommo-
dious and dangérous for travellers, is now very
well repaired, adorned and rendered fafe for them
at the charge of the county. From this bridge in a
larger and deeper channel, it vifits§ Lough-Iron,
(but in its paflage as it were) for it only toucheth
orr it in the North end thereof ; froin which, being
not any more willing to hazard its being loft in
thefe lakes, it fpeedily recovers, and in a deep,
fmooth, and fometimes a very broad channel, it

Balliﬁg- falleth under the bridge of Ballinacarrow, a late

carrow
©ridge.

built bridge, not much more than of twenty years
ftanding,.

® Lough Ramor. + Lough-Siliin.
§ Lough-Iron, or the Lough of Tnfternagh.
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ftanding. ‘The fituation of this bridge (howevet
it was not built ’till our days) feemeth to have
been laid out by nature, for it is founded on a rock,
which lay always confpicuous (unlefs in great
floods, in a firaight line a-crofs the river, and at
juft diftances to receive and fuftain the archesof a
bridge. Henceforward this river becomes to us
a boundary again between us and the county of
Longford, arriving at the $ Abby Shrewell ; it
divides the barcny of Shrewell in the county of
Longford, as before it did Moygoyth with us,
into two half baronies. In this courfe it falleth
over feveral focky precipices, and under divers
new-built bridges, until at laft it is loft in that
great lake in the Shannon called Lough-Reeor
the King of lakes. And here it meets with the
fateit fo narrowly efcaped in our county, for hence-
forward we hear no more of the Inny; unlefs we
hearken afteritin the Shannon, or Shannin, as fome
will have it (as if it were compounded of Shanno
and [nny) and to countenance this they tell us,
that before it meets with our Inny, that river is
called only Shanno or Shunno. Thisriver, were it
not for thefe precipices before mentioned, might
be made navigable unto Finagh, and for ought{
know, higher. Itis well ftored with bream, pike,
ecl, trout, roach, and falmon. :About Lough-

Iron and Lough-Direvreagh, thereis found, in the
month of May only, a fmall'fith without fpot, of
the thape almoft of an herririg, a~fith very ‘pled-
fant and delightful, but not-taken in great quami-
ties ; the natives call it Goafke, T know not by any Goaike.
name to Englith it. ‘The pike and eel of Lought-
Iron, and the bream of Lough-Direvreagh,: ex-
| e T, Lcekd

$ Abby Shrool.
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ceed any elfewhere inlreland, for their excellency,
and for aught I know, any in the whole world. .

Broiy.  Theriver Brofny rifeth in Lough-Foyle, whence

pafling thro’ the gardens of Cullenmore, it hyeth
to Mullingar, the chief town of our county, and
thence to Lough-Inniel, when freeing itfelf from
this large water, it is called for xard the Brofny,
the waord fignifying a burthea of fticks, -but why
the river is called fo Ido not know. It 'watereth
the large barony of Moycafhell, running befides
the town of Kilbeggain, it fuftaineth a fair bridge ;
leaving this barony, it falleth thro’ the King’s
county, and after a long courfe there it payeth
tribute to the Shannon at or near Bennagher.

Gaine. Gaine is the laft river I fhall particularly de-

fcribe, a fmall but very pleafant water of about
four or five milescourfe, traverfing the barony of
Corkery. Ithath its original from feveral {prings
that iflue from the higher grounds which lie to
the Eaft and South of Monylea; thefe fprings
centring fhort of the town, form in.one channel
a very pretty brook, which thence foen falleth
over a mill at Killmaglifh, and about a mile further
over- another at Ballinegall ; thence it glideth to
Knight{wood, and there (like a fnow ball in-
creafing as it.goes) fuftaineth 3 late built foot-
bridge; henhce forward coafting the lands of
EKnightiwood on the Weft,and Tifarnan (belong-
~ing 1o- the Sée of Meath) on the Eaft, it pafleth
1o Multifarnan, where it falleth under another
Jerge bridge ;thence to a mill, whence immediately
Caeit it watereth the ground of the late Friery of Mul-
tifernan ; this done, after a mile’s longer courfe,
i lofeth itfelf in the large lake Lough-Direvreagh.
“This water, tho' {mall and of a fhort courfe, is

plentifully -

. ’ N .
ande - "-
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plentifully flored with the beft {mall trayts in
Weﬁ-Mmh, both white and red, end fome
Other rivalets and brooks, wherewith this eouq - Springs
ty is well fored, it is needlefs to treat of ; wep o' 6
have of them which run both Eaft and Weft ; Wett.
I myfelf have fometimes with pleafure obferved,
from one piece of ground not feemingly high,
very good arable, with pafture intermixed, end
within the reach of lefs than half an hour's eafy
riding, many {mall fprings, which meeting from
petty brooks, falling both Eaft and Wetward. :
thofe which fell Wcﬁ, centred in the Gaine, wlnd:
as before from Multifornan, lofeth itfelf 3n
Lough-Direvreagh, thence being incorporated in
one chanuel with the Inny, it falleth finally from
Limerick into the Weft fea. Thofe wh;ch fell
Eaftward, incorporated together in the river Ded,
which from Donour in the county of Eaft- Meath,
falleth into the Boyne, and finally from Drogheds,
into the Eaftern fea. Thus both Eaft gnd Weft
fhare our waters of Weft-Meath. Hence .jt
fhould feem that this county is feated on the fumg-
mit or ridge of Ircland, and is perhaps <qually

raifed with thofe rougher mountains in qther
countries, that would 58 thiought to overtop us."

Loughs or Lakes, this country affordeth vesy Loughs.
many, well ftored with all forts of fith befoge
named, falmon excepted,; which is found enlydn
the Inny and Brofny, coming out of the Shannen.

Of fome of thofe 1 fhnll fpeak aad fu’ﬁ of
Lough-Lene.,

Lough—Lene in Infn founds llke the lake ofL Lene.

Learning, feated within half a mile of *Foore town,

in the baroay of Dealy-Fodre; froms whidht g
: 9&\‘}1.,-. !:”r ’.:.';'\ p“kd

*® Fore, in the half barony ofl"ore.
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trumpets or lotud-founding inftruments. Major
General Reynolds, towards the latter end of - our
late unhappy war, 1s faid (pafling this country) to
have halted here, and though he defcended not
into the water, was fo taken with the amenity of
the profpeét, - and the beauty of the landfcape,
. and the moft ravifhing echoes that redoubled to
him the noife of his trumpets, that he exclaimed
he never came to the like place, and it isfaid to
have withed he could even then with leifure and
Tafety, fit down and take up hisreft here.

Me nec tam patiens Lacedemon,
- Nec tam Larif]e percuffit campus opime,

Quam domus Albunee refonantis, -
Lt praceps Anio, & Tiburni lucus. Hor:

But me, nor patient Lacedamon charms,

Nor fair Lariffa with fuch tranfport warms,

As pure Albunea’s far-refounding fource,

And rapid Anio, head-long in his courfe.

Or Tibur, fenc'd by groves from folar beams.
Francis,

The water, efpecially under this hill, is exceeding
deep, (asif nature, out of this pit, had raifed o

vaft a bulk) never yet fathomed by fuch as have
attempted it. Thc hill, although it rife fo fteep

as I have faid, is yet in all its afcent cloathed with
trees, that naturdlly and fecurely grow here (for
no hatchet can come near them) which rifing con-
tinually and gradually one above another, add no
fmall grace to the landfcape. ‘This hill hath on
that fide which hangeth over the water, and abont

g»el ofmidway from it to the top, an ancient chapel de-
dicated to a faint, called Eyen or Keyon. This

"chapel is cut out of the natural rock, for all one
fide

or Keyon
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fide of it appears to be the natural ftone inftead
of a wall. "It isnow, and long hath-been, with-
out a roof : it hath in ita curious purling brook
of cryttal water, which iffuing out of the rock
fide of the chapel, traverleth it, and falling thro’
the oppofite fide wall, haftencth down to the
waters below,

ER in fecelfu longo locus : infula portum .
Efficit objectulaterum ; quibus omnis abalto -
Frangitur, mque finus jcmdlt Jefe unda redullos.
Hinc atque binc vafie rupes, geminique minantur
In celum feopuls : quorum fub vertice late
Aquora tuta filent. Tum filvis [cena coryfeis
Defisper, borrentique atram nemus smminet umbra.
Frowse fub adve: f4 ﬂ'opulu pendenttbus antrum :
Intus aque dulces, vivogie fedilia faso
Nympbarum domus, . Viro,

Far in a deep recefs, her jutting fides °

An ifle projeis, to break the rolfing tides,

And forms a port, where, curling from the fea,

The waves fteal back, and winds into a bay,

On either fide, {ublime in air, arife,

Two tow’ring rocks, whofe fummits brave

the fkies 3

Low at their feet the fleeping ocean lies,

Crown’d with a gloomy fhade of waving woods,

Their awful brows hang nodding o’er the floods,
’d to thefe, a fecret grotto ftands,

“The haunt of Nereids, fram’d by nature’s hands,

‘Where polifh’d feats appear of living ftone,

And limpid rills, that tinkle as they run,

Pirr.

To

13
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To this chapel from the land {ide legds a path-
way on the fide of the hill ; the nearer you approach
to it, the narrower doth the way grow ; at laft,
and at a good diftance from it, the way appeareth
hewn out of the rock fide, rendered cafy and fafe
by the trees, which, as aferefaid, rife from the wa-
ter, and range over one anothcr, and hem up the
way fo clofe, that there is no danger either taflip
or fall. ‘To this chapel, on the firft Sunday in har-
veft, the nativespay their devotions in pilgrimages,
which for certain ftages they undertake barefoot ;
but when they come to a certain noted place in
the way, they hold on the remainder of their devo-
tion on their bare knees, all along to the chapel,
on ftone and gravel, intermixed and overgrown
with heath and grafs. Their devotions performed,
they returri merry and thod, no longer concerned
for thofe fins that were the caufe of this fo fevere
a penance ; but asif, having now paid off the-old
{core, they longed to go on in the new again,
they return in all hafte to a green fpot of ground
on the eaft {ide of the hill towards the land, and
here men and women fall 2 dancing and caroufing
the reft of the day ; for ale fellers in great num-
bers on thefe days have their booths here as in a
fair, and ta be fure the merry bag:- pipers fail not
to pay their attendance. Thus in lewd and ob-
{cene dancing,. and in excefs of drinking, the re-
‘mainder of the day is fpent, as if they celebrated
the Bacchanalia, rather than the memory of a
pious faint, or their own penitentials ; and often-
times it. falls out that more blood is fhed on the
grafs from broken pates and drunken quarrels,
when the pilgrimages are ended, than was before
on the ftones from their bare fect and knees dur-
ing their devotions,

:I'his
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This chapel, fo high above water, being paffed,
you may yet continue your travel, afcending for a
good way within trees toward the top of the hill,
which now in climbing becomes more eafy in the
afcent. But after a while, your way is no longer
fhaded with verdant trees, but incombered: with &
more humble plant, heath intermixed with grafs.
Having at laft topped the hill, if in a fair day, you
have a profpe@t into both Eaft and Weft feas,
and may perceive many tnountains and countries
both South and North, fo that from this, our coun-
ty not only fendeth ftreams Eaft and Weft, but af-
fordeth a pleafant profpe©t of both feas. This
lake, as almoft others in this county, affordeth
many pleafant feats; but it being not my purpofe
to defcribe every fine place, I fhall pafs thofe by,
and proceed te fay fomething of

Lough Foyle, the name of which feems to im-1,, Foyle:
port time, in that fenfe, as when a man borrow-
cth for & time on promife of reftitution ; foasthe
word may denote, a lake borrowed for a certain
feafon. And there goes an ancient fabulous ftory,
which the natives blufth not to own as a fraditional
truth, which, becaufe it feems to countenance the
interpretation [ have adventured to give of this
name, l crave the reader’s leave to infert.

There lived, in I know not what age of theg,y 1.,
world, two frfters, one in this country, the othergory.
in the county of Rofcommon, beyond the Shan-
non, both famous for their fkill in enchantments
and forceries, as indeed were all of whom any of
our ancient fables run. ‘The fifter who lived here
on a certain day (belike Tuefday or Wednefday)
fent to her fifter in Connaught, to let her know
fhe flood in need of her lake for fome great de-

fign -
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fign fhe had then on foot, and prayed the loan
thereof, promifing to reftore the fame on Monday
to her. The Connaught (good natured) fifter
immediately grants the requeft, and winding up
her lake in a f(heet, fhe quickly made fit for the
purpofe, fends it to her fifter aver hills and dales
failing on the wings of the wind, into this country.
Our Leinfter lady places it here, where now we
have it, and makes her ufe of it. At laft, Mon-
day comes, but no lake is returned according to
capitulation ; the Connaught fifter hereat ftorms,
and becomes as turbulent, as the lake itfelf is on
every blaft of wind, fends to the Leinfter lady to
demand reflitytion of her water, challenging het
upon her promife, but in vain, fhe had poflefiion,
and likes the water fo well, that the refolves not
to part withit. Neverthele(s, becaufe the would

~ not feem to be worfe than her word, fhe tells her

that the had borrowed it indeed till Monday, but
her meaning was, as the Irifh phrate has it, till
Monday after the day of etermity, or as wefay in
Englith, on Monday come never on a wheel-
barrow, (behold the great antiquity of equivoca-
tion) and thus we have made a fhift to keep our
borrowed lake to thisday. I will not overburden
the reader, with the many pleafant arguments our
natives make ufe of, to juftify this flory, as that
the place is yet remaining and to be feen in Con-
naught, whence this lake was taken ; and that a
certain church in an ifland in this lake, the walls
whereof yet remain, was heretofore a parith
church, having been of ready accefs before the
lake was placed here, &ec. for it is rot enough,
that we ourfelves believe this ftory infinitely, but

we would fain be thought fober and grave in
fo
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fo doing, and by our worfhipful reafoning make
all the world as wife as ousfelves.

This hake is fituated in the heart of our coun~
ty, and almoft in the very height of it, between
the beronies of Corkery and Moyathell, diftant
a large mile from Mullingar, and Northward of
it, & very large long and high feated water, and
on every gale of wind, very tempeftuous. Here
is abundance of all forts of fith above-named,

falmon excepted, the trouts hereof are the beft

snd largeft in Weft-Meath, Of this water, this
is particalarly obfervable, that it fendeth forth
continually two ftreams or rivulets, receiving none
into it, except a very {mall one at Portnethangan,
which at every drought is dry. One of thefe
firecams, being the beginning of the Brofny be-
fore-mentioned, runneth out at the South end, and

17

is by the natives called the Golden Hand, or arm ; Goldea

the other iffueth out of the Northern end of the Ha8d-

lake, and is by the natives called the Silver Hand, Sitver
orarm. This filver ftream is of a very fhort Hand.

courfe, not full a mile in length, and yet it turneth
five overfthaft mills, whereof the leaft hath s
wheel twelve feet diameter ; and one might have
8 wheel of cighteen feet, befides which, feats
might be found with convenience for more mills,
if our country could find them employment.
Thefe mills aie perennial, never dry, not in the
greateft droughts [ have feen. This brook finith-
ethits thort courfe, in the lake called, Lough-Iron,
whereinto it falleth at the Southend ; and at the
north end mingles with the Inny, and together
with it, fallsinto the Shannon. Hence, and from
what hath been faid of the courfe of the Brofny,
the Inny and Shannon, it is manifeft, that this

C Lough-
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Lough-Foyle, with its two arms and the Shannon,
embraceth half the county of Weéft- Meath ; fome
part.of the county of Longfuid ; and'a part no
way inconfiderable of the King’s ‘county ; of all
which, it maketh one entire compleat ifland, eve-
'3y day in the year. Thisis a remark, not ob-
derved in any chorographical map [ have feen of
this couaty : no, not in Sir William Peity’s great
map of Ircland. |
Digrefi. Whoeve: confiders the great quaantity of wa-
on coB- - ters, that continually rein thislake, which we
; ve repreiented 1n theie two rivers, always
3&3,.‘5 ogh(ﬁeaming fromit;, may juftly wonder, whence
the fund or fource thereuf fhould be. Ifit be
Yaid, it is from the {ca, from whence the waters
by fecret paflages, fireamingand percolating thro’
the bowels of earth, lofeth its brackifh faltnefs,
and becometh pleatant and healthful, both for the
" tife of man and beaft, I oppofe it noi. Never-
thelefs a great difficulty ariteth on this hypothefis,
"¥or fince it is a known and received maxim in
hydroftaticks, that water, unlels forced, will not
rife higher than its firft fource or head ; how fhall
it rile in this lake, in a place feemingly much
higher than the fea? Forif we confider 'what
falls this water hath in its Silver arm before-mén-
tioned, even in the fhort courfe of one fmall mile,
and after when it incorporates with the Inny, in
the feveral weyrs, over rocks and precipices, as
4t Shrewell, Newcaftle and elfewhere, before it
reacheth the Shannon; then the whole courfe of-
that river and its falls, as at the bridge of Ath-
lone, Pottumny, the great cataract at Killaloe,
and elfewhere, 1n its whole courfe, until it arrives

at the fea : we may modeftly enough compute,
~ that
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that the waters rifing in this lake are more than
two-thoufand foot, in perpendicular height, above
the fea, where the Shannon falleth into it. Now*
if the former rule hold good, viz. that water
rifeth not higher than its firft fource, it follows
cither that thefe waters rife not from the fea, or
that the fea muft be fomewhere higher than at the
inflex of this river into it; that fo by its additj-
tional weight, the waters may be forced to rife in
this lake. | |

That all waters come from the fea, cither by All wa-
exhalation or percolation, or both, is plain, notters from
only by proof from Holy Writ, from whencethethe fes.
beft hints even of natural philofophy may' be té-
ken; but by the unanimous confent of all writers,
that I bave met with. And that the fea is in
fome parts higher than the land, we have argu-g,,
ments from the experience of mariners, who tellhigher
us, that thips fetting to fea, tho’ witha favoura-than the
ble wind and tide, go out much more ﬂowly,hn?'
than they come in from it to harbour, tho’ they
come with a le(s favourable "gale: and the
reafon givenis, that fetting out, they fail againft
the height and as it were up hill, but coming to-
wards land, they fail with the height and as jt
were down hill, and confequently make the great-
er fpeed. They tell us alfo, that from the tops of
their mafts, they are able to defcry a diftant thip,
whereas, yet below on the deck it is not vifible,
which, in all likelihood, would not be fo, ifthe fea
lay on a level ; the reafon feeming to be no other,
than that the arch of the hill-rifing fea oppofeth,
hindering the view of the diftant fhip from the deck
below, which it doth not to them, that are {o high
raifed as the top maft, inafmichas at that heighth,

Ca they
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they may be taken to equal, if not furmount the

height of the interpofing arch; and indeed to
the naked and unaffifted eye, the fea feemeth

higher at a diftance from land, than it does nesar

| thc thore. ‘Laking it therefore for granted, at

Genefis,
ch.1. 9.

the prcfent on thefe grounds that this is thus, the
great enquiry is, whence it comes to pafs, that the
{ea doth not overflow the land ; at leaft thefe parts
that lie firft and nigheft expofed to it.

We find that in the third day’s wo,k of the

creation, God is faid to have thus commanded

‘ Let the waters under the Heaven be gathcrqd

together unto ope place, and let the dry land ap-
pear; where by the way, the earth at this time

'fc:ms to have beep overwhelmed with waters;

and elfewhere we find it is faid in Holy Writ, that

~ hehath fet bounds unta the {ea, faving, hitherto

Job 38,
11.

fhalt thou come and no further, and here fhall thy

proud waves be ftayed. And indeed, whoever
confiders how inconfiftent and fluid a body of

watcr is ; how rcad:ly it {preads, if not pent up

or boundcd will eafily grant, that it can be no lefs

thari the hand and power of Almighty God, that

fints and keeps up the ocean wgthm bounds
efpecially fince we. have granted, on the reafon

before allcdgcd that the fea in fome parts, at leaft
- where itis moft diftant from land, is perPcndmu-

larly hi her than the land. Whofoever confiders
this, I fay, may think it well worth his enquiry,
by what waysand means, this Almighty hand of
Providcncc thus fufpends or heaps togcthcr, thofe
fo vaft and unwicldy bulks of unfteady water,
which we call the oceans : for as that great phi-
lofopher, the lord Verulam faith in his advance-
ment of learning, that final or material caufe:

are
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arenot fo fitly the enquiry of a philofopher, as
formal and efficient caufes are. Since therefore,
we do not aferibe this ﬁupcndous ‘at of God's
Providence to a miracle, that is, to his over-ru-
ling power, wheéreb, hc, whofe waysare paft find-
ing out, afls fomething quite without, befides,
or againft all natural caufes; it may perhaps be
looked upon as no undutiful part in us, to endea-
vour modcﬁ to fearch into the caufes, methods,
or ways, Wth{I he in his wifdom takes, for effect-
ing lhns fo wonderful a phcenomenon. For
caufes of this nature, when found out, or pes-
haps but narrowly fearched after, oftentimes mi-
nifter matter of praifing, admiring and adoring
the infinite abyﬂ'cs of his wifdom and almighty
power. If it be true, what fome affirm, that
ignorance is the mother of devotion, it muft be
only of {uch blind and {uperftitious performances,
as fuch men endeavour to beget in their devotions.
For certainly, atrueand generous admiration and
adoration o¥ the goodnefs and wifdom of God,
can never have rifen from dull ignorance, or blind-
nefs ; and | remember our late cited author, the

illuftrious Bacon, writes fomewhere to this

purpofe ; that a fhort, dull, and fhallow enqun‘y
into the natural caufes of thmgs, or (which is the
fame in effe®) a flight and (uperficial knowledge
in natural Philofophy, tends to Atheifm and irreli-
gion, which I place but one degree beyond igno=
rance, or rather look on as an higher i improve-
ment thereof ; whereasa full, flrenuous ahd deep

{earch after the caufes of thmgs, tends direétly nqt
only to the finding out that there is a God, but the
adoration of him when found. And thus it was
truly faid of the heathen Philofopher, that manis

the

ry
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the prieft of nature, that is, who, on all occafions,
offereth up unto his maker facrifices of praifes
and thankf{givings, for thofe excellencies he finds
out in his fellow-creatures ; and thofe wonderful
operations they perform, tho’ they be altogether -
infenfible of thefe actings themfelves,

‘To endeavour therefore to give fome probable
hint, if it may be, towards folving this great pro-
pofed difficulty, why the vaft ocean, being granted
higher than the land, doth not overflow it ? I have
confidered what I find very ingenioufly propofed
and fufficiently made out, by the no lefs learned,
than truly honourable virtuofo, Robert Boyle,
Efq; in his tra&t of Phyficomechanical experi-
ments, and that is, that the air hathin it both
weight and {pring, or a continual endeavour of
expanding itfelf. This {pring, the fame author
makes out to be fironger which is here near the
earth, than it is higher up and at greater diftance
from us, being increafed here by its own weight,
as we fee inartificial fprings, the more we ftrain
or prefs on them, the more forcible are their en-
deavours of refiftance or expanfion. By thefe two
properties (which in his faid work he makes out
beyond exception) of theair, he folveth all the
phenomena that the world of philofophers before
him thought {ufficiently anfwered, when they told
us, for inftance, that heavy bodies under fuch and
fuch circumftances, will, of their own. accord,
fufpend as it were their own innate gravity, and
reedily move upwards, to prevent that great evil
of a chafm, hiatus, or vacuum in nature, herein
afcribing to fenfelefs and inanimate bodies, the
eperation’ of cleftion and underftanding ; for, ob
Priens agere nom ef nifi _folius mature intelligentis :
t IR but

-
-



COUNTY OF WEST-MEATH.

but to him who well confiders and weighs what
our faid author delivers in his faid excellent piece,
it is manifeft thar they move upwards in fuch
channels and under fuch circumftances not of
their own accord, but as they are impelled and
forced by the {pring and weight of the outward
air, where the counterbalance of the air, that be-
fore was within, is removed. For clear mani-
feftation of this dofkrine, 1 refer my reader to the
learned author’s work itfelf, wherewith whofoever

- fhall not reft fatisfied, Irequeft him to produce.

a more rational hypothefis, or elfe in plain terms

let him aflert, that the fucker in his pneumatical -

engine (which being let flip, when the receiver
was almoft emptied, did with fuch impetuofity
and hafte afcend) was an intelligent animal ; or,
if he like not that, let him go & wool-gathering .
with Moor’s Anima Mundi, or enjoy the fancy
of Liney’s invifible unaccountable hooks and
wires ; for my part, 1fhall here take for granted
and lay it down for an urncontrouled principle,
that the air, or atmofphere, hath thefe two pro-
praties of weight and fpring in it.

Now on this ground I proceed to confider the
whole aggregate globe of the earth and water, in.
that ftate we may (afely imagineit was in before

the Almighty pronounced thefe wordsbeforecited

in the work of the third day ; or, if you pleafe,
ag it was during the height of Noali’s flood. And-
thus we may fuppofe the whole earth covered with:
water, as the text plainly fheweth it was: In the’
next place, fuppofc here'the whole atmofpliere,-
or body. of air, now beginning o2& on the aggre--
gate of earth and water, which it encompafleth on

all-pans:by the {orce of . itg {prings ‘aad px:ﬂ'ure
r . of

23
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, of its weights, it is manifeft that the earth being &

body confifient and compa&, whofe parts will
not cafily feparate, or give way to the a&tivity of -
the {pring and weight of the air, fhall flill keep -
its own place, and the fituation of all its parts
intire, notwithftanding the effort of the air upon
this aggregate : whereas on the other fide, the
water being a body fluid, and whofe parts eafily
feparste, may well be fuppofed to give way to
this now incumbent weight and aétivity of the -
stmofphere, which if it do, it cannut otherwife
do it, than by receding from fome parts of the
carth, and confequently rolling back upon itfelf ;
or, as the expreflion of Holy Writ runs, by ga-
thering together untoone place or portion of the
earth. And thus gathered together, it feems,
to be even at this day; for whoever views the
whole habitable continent, as reprefented in our"
geographical maps or globes, fhall fee it lie.in
form of two great iflands (for whether the ex-
treme North and South parts be land or water is

- natyet certain, and each aliketo the matterin

hand) and the ocean ag one great water, bounding
it every where.. Now this operation of the air,
ftill continuing on the whole fphere and aQing
uniformly, will not ceafe thus todrive and force
the waters from the face of the earth upon them-
felves, 1ill the air and waters be brought into an
eqoal balance, thatis, till the power of the weight
and fpring of the air can force no more waters
from the face of the earth, nor-raife them higher,
nor keep them fufpmded if they were higher
raifed.  For it is manifeft, if we fuppofe the
weight and fpring of the air, really to furmount,

' orbntequnlthe weight-of the water, tbeopera--

tioy
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tion would not haverefted where it does, but the
air would have removed the waters quite from the
face of the easth, The infinite witdom of the
Almighty having (for the advantage of the whole)
fo proportioned and balanced the weight of the
one, with the fpring and weight of the other, that
there is yet water enough left in the fea, to pofle(s
and fill his decreed place which he brake up for it,
and yet are they not fo high raifed, but that the

a5

weight and fpring of the air (which as doors and Job, 38.

bars he hath fet to it) are fufficient and ftrong 1o

enough to fuftain and lock it up from overflowing
the face of the earth : a confideiation, though but
in this one inftance, fufficient to filence all athe-
iftical cavils, and eternally to open the mouths of
the admirers and adorers of the infinite wifdom of
the Deity, in fongs and praifes of thank{giving.
For further dilucidation of this matter,.1 fhall

inftance a part only of the vaft ocean, as under

the mentioned circumftances. Let us therefore
take that limb thereof that interpofeth between
our European fhores and thefe cppofite in Ame-
rica ; fuppofe we them both covered as before with
water, and then the air, by force of its fpring and
weight, afling as before on them, the effeét can
be no other than that the waters that cover Europe
(hall be drivenfrom ittowards the American fhore,
and at the fame time, and by the fame means, fhall
the water that covereth thefe parts of America,
that oppofe us, be driven thence towardsus : the
effe& of the whole operation can be no other than
that the waters muft rife higheft between both

fhores, even in the midft, and there remain fuf-.

pended, or heaped up, when fartheft from the
land ; and this is the thing I contend for. Thus

therefore we imagine the whole ocean to be raifed
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and fufpended between itsoppofite fhores, every
where in form of a rifing, or every way banging
ground in the midft of a plain; or, if you pleaf,
like an higher raifed ridge, between two others
that are flatter and lower than it. I fhall yet at-
tempt further to illuftrate my apprehenfions ir this
whole matter, by inftancing the operation of the
airin one of the fmalleft portions of water. Sup-
pofe we then, but one drop of water trickling
down from an height and hanging on the point
of a reed, not yet grown weighty enough to part
with it : you may perceive this faid drop (during
the fufpenfion) to hang in thape and form ofa
{phere or globe, and in this form to continue,
even when it falls, until it reach the ground.
Now I afk, why is the form or fhape of this drop
{pherical ¢ Iremember an ancient grave perfon,
well read in the philofophy of the fchools, did
long fince with a compofed countenance, and ma-
gifterially enough, anfwer me to this very quef-
tion, much after this manner ;: Sweetheart, thou
muft underftand, that this {pherical figure is of all
other the moft entire and compat ; this drop of
water therefore cafts itfelf into this figure to pre-
ferve all its parts entire, for it is not pofiible that
in any other figure a quantum equal to this drop,
can contraét all its parts fo near the centre, asin this
form. This he fpake with gravity and referved-
nefs, enough to have filenced all oppofition from
one of my ftation at that time. But to return to
hisanfwer. Is not this the fame error I not long
fince reproved, of afcribing to inanimate bodies
attions of reafon and choice ? Is not this plainly, as
the poet hath it, cum ratione infamire ? However,
with this anfwer coming from f{o grave a fenior, to
Whom

L 4
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ftill its globular figure in the hemifphere before
mentioned.

But if after all this, our dtop be tuken and laid
on other water, it then lmmed(a tely dlfappears,
for mixing and incorporating into’ ifs congenite
liquor, all the pam of it are excluded from the
aftion of the air, unlefs we fuppofe the upper-
moft of all, and thofe . (if any protuberance you
will imagine yet left) will forthwith be deprefled
into an equality of fuperficies with the former
water., But l apprehend, fome one may objet to
all this, that I take on me here to illuftrate, the
effort of the air, on the greateft imaginable quan-
tity of water, from what it worketh on the leaft,
and that, altho’ the fpring and weight of the ait
may be imagined to have fuch a power over fo
fmall & portion of water, it is not reafonable to
imagine it fhould bave the like, on fo great a bulk,
as is the entire ocean. ‘To this [ an{wer in ﬂxort,
that the mentioned effort of the air, on one fmall
drop is of no more parts of air, than what imme-
diately furround it. Hence therefore I infer, that
if fuch be the effort of fo fmall a portion of air, on
a portion of water, equal to it, why may we not
imagine that the whole atmofphere, or the whule
united body of the air, that furrounds this aggre-
gate of earth and water, which bears yet a greater
proportion to the ocean, how vaft foever it be,
may have a conformable operatior, on the whole
waters expofed toit.

I fhall yet attempt one inftance more. Fill a
glafs or other veflel, with water or other liquor,
till it be full, and if you yet continue gently
to pour on, you will find that miore liquor will yet
be heaped on the glafs, than really the glafs doth

contain,
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contain, even to the height of the thicknefsof a
grain of berley, or more, and there it will hang,
“on the fubjacent Jiquor in the glafs, which I fup-
pofe to be what Virgil meaneth, by his vina coro-

mens, ‘The reafon of the liquor being thus fuf-

pended, snd not falling off, I take to be none
other, than what we have been all this while dif-
courfing, and need not here repeat. But if you
fhall attempt to pour on ftill more, the liquor will
sife,’till it hath attained fo high above thelip of the
glafs, that the weight of this heaped water, begins
now to over-balance the weight and ativity of the
portion of air that hitherto fuftained it, which is no
_ more than what equals the periphery of the glafs
itfelf ; and now by reafon that the fpring of the
#ir, is qverpowered by the weight of the over-
heaped water ; it is no wonder to fee the liquid

body difflow and fall off, which it had done at ﬁrﬁ

if it had not been been upheld and forced together,

by the fpring of the air. And now you may be-
hold the water continue falling off ‘till the over-

balance, or fomewhat more be run off, and then

sgain it ftops, and that before the heaped liquor

be quite got off ; for now again, the effort of the
gsir prevailing, it checks the remainder and fup-

poris a canfiderable quantity of water, after the

head is brought to an equilibrium, or perhaps
under it, with the portion of air that a&ethon it.
!(hall here ceafe from farther inflances, and if
by this time it may be granted, that the ocean is
fuftained and fulpended by the weight and pref-
fure of the fpring of the air, to any pitch above
the higheft mountains in land, and thereby with-
held from returning and ovcrﬂowing the fame,
it will then be eafy to anfwer all the cavils that
fome have brought, againft the poflibility of fuch
P an

>»,
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an univerfal deluge, as we find recorded in holy
writ to have been in the days of Noah ; for if we

~ fhall fuppote, that it pleafed the Almighty at thal

Daniel 3.

Genefis
7. 1I.

time, but to 1ufpend or withdraw, for the punifly-
ment of mankind, the weight and attivity of th
air, as we feche did that of the moft fubtile and vio-
lent of all natural agents, that we ate acquainted
with, even the ieven times morethanufually excit
ed fire in Nebuchadnezzar’s furnace ; what can be
then imagined, but thefe vaft heaps of water being
now no longer fuftained or prefled together by
the counterpoite and aétivity of the atmofphere,
(or if we may make bold with the forementioned
expreflion out of Job) the doors and bars which
the Almighty had fet unto the vaft ocean, being
now opened and withdrawn, thefe waters, { fay,
muft needs (as it were) of their ownaccord, from
the law of their innate weight and fluidity, dif-
flow, fpread abroad and prevail over the face of
the earth, as we.read, they then did. And who
knows if by the fountains of the deep, that are
faid to have been then broken up, any other
matter or thing be intended, than this great ir-
ruption of waters, on the withdrawing the aéti-
vity of the atmofphere. And if all this be ima-
gined too little, (as perhaps it was) to beget fo
great a deluge, as that was, foritis faid, that the
higheft mountains on earth, were covered fifteen

Verfe 19.cubits deep ; Behold then, hereunto added, the

20,

auxiliary waters of thefe vaft catarats and fpouts,
that fell for forty days continually. -

Et fi non profunt fingula, junéla juvant. Ovip.
In union mighty, though, divided, weak.

Again,
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Again, (which ftill makes for our Hypothefis)
wefind, ch. 8. when it pleafed God the waters
fhould abate, it is faid that God firft made a wind
to pais over the face of the earth. 1 fuppole all

“ymen conclude that wind is nothing elfe than air,
forced or driven in fuch a channel ; and I believe,
no man of reafon will imagine, that the activity
of the fpring of the air, which we fuppofe now
again reftored, was any way impaired by its being
mow itfelf, ‘put into a more brifk motion. And
‘who knows, if by the wind here mentioned, be
mot intended, this very thing I drive at, viz. the
. weight and fpring of the air, now not only re-
_ fored, but invigorated on this extraordmary occa-
. fion, we fee the effet followed, for it is exprefly
. ¢aid, that the waters returned from off the face of
the earth, continually. Behold we here the uni-
form cffeét of the weight and {pring of the air re-
- turned, an effet, furpafling the power of the mind,
if we fuppofe it void both of fpring and weizht.
To my imagination, not only the whole cur.ci:
J of thefe texts feem fully to confirm our Hypothe-
A fis, but the Hypothefis itfelf feems plainly to ex-
-] pound what elfe is dark in them ; and certainly
_§ there is fuch a connexion between the word of God
4 ind his works, that they beft elucidate one an .-
ther ; and tho’ the main current and defign of the
holy (pirit in the fcripture, is chiefly the delivery
of fuch truths, as beingaflented unto both in the-
ory and praétice, render a man happy, both in this
life and that which isto come, yet, exfuperabun-
dant, we have in them, not only the beft pre-
cepts of moral phnlofophy, but irter(perfed fuch
excellent hints of natural philofophy alfo, as
when rightly apprehended, lead us toa more ex-
cellent

37
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cellent and certain knowledge of the works of |
nature, than all the mighty voluminous writings |
of many of our modern commentators on Art |
ftotle, can do without them, But this by the by.
Now therefore to draw towards a conclufion of
this matter. If on all that has been faid, it be
thought fit to admit, that by the effect of the
air, on the water in the ocean, they are higheft
raifed, where farther diftant from land, then it is
caly to give an account how the waters here in
Lough-Foyle, as alfo, in all other places elevated
~ fo high above the fea, at the influx of their feveral
torrents into it, may be faid, and that without ine
jury to our forecited Hydroftatical maxim, viz.
that waters rife not, unlefs forced, higher than
their firft fource, tocome from the fea : for itis
clear as what hath been faid, that waters hea
on themfelves may, at diftance of many leagues,
furmount our propofed heighth of two thoufand
foot; if (o, then the higher parts of thefe heaped
waters, prefling on thefe {ubjeted unto them, as
our forementioned accurate author makes manifeit
Mr.Boylehey do, in his Hydroftatical experiments, con-
- trary to the axiom ofthe {chools, Elementa non gra-
vitant in propiis locis. Thefe lower parts, thus prefl-
ed, when they find fecret paflages and pores in
the caverns of the earth, are through them forced
by that higher and greater weight abroad in the
ocean, tornfeand {pring wherever their conduits
lead them, (as for inftance in this our lake) and
ftream from them coatinually.

And now at laft, for anfwer to our great pronof-
edqueftion, why the water in the occ%n, b’c)ingcc):;\
our Hypothefis higher than the land, overflow jt
not. Itis eafy to conceive, that that power in

the

|
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the air, that we now fuppofe able to force back
and heap up the waters on themfelves, isalfo able
to keep them up and fufpend them, where thus
forced back. And to put usout of all fear of
their returning to overflow the earth again, we

33

have the pron.ife of the Almighty, in this cafe Genefis

exprefsly afluring us, that the waters thall no more
become a flood to deftroy all flefh.

I have in this difcourfe, adventured to expofe
thefe fentiments 1 judged rational to infer from
the principles laid down to my hand, by that
truly able and excellent author beforenamed, de-
figning not in the leaft to impofe upon any ; ne-
verthelefs, 1 ferioufly offer to the reader, what I
find very ingenioufly propofed by the poet, for
his imitation;

Si quid novifli reftius iftis,
Candidus tmperti 5 fi nom, bis utere mecum.
Hor.

If a better {yftem’s thine,

Impart it frankly, or make ufe of mine.
Francis,

And now for clofing up this difcourfe, toolong
to be fliled a digreffion, tho’ it be no other, I thall
borrow a few lines from our Britith Virgil, out
of his - mafter-piece, his paraphrafe on the one
hundred and fourth pfalm. |

Te rerum, Deusalme, canam, dominsmgue patremgue

Magne parens, Janfla quam majefiate verendus,

Atheris @ternas reftr moliris babenas.

Te decor, auratis ambit te gloria pennis,

E't circumfufum velit pro tegmine lumen,

Tu tibi pro vels nitdi tentoria celi

E: liquidas curvo fufpenais fornice lymphas ,
D :

9 15.
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E: levibus ventorsm akis per mania vellus,
Frenas cew celeres volstantsa wulbrla currus,
Apparext accnile anre flammeque minifire,
Ut jufla accipuant.  Stas mullo mobilis €vo
Tersa, fuper folide nitens fundamina moks,
Pollensi flabilita mann, ievracbruta quendam
Fluttibus, st fufo fuper ardua cubmma veko :
Sed frmul mcrepuss tua vex, tomitrugue tremendo
Infomucre aure, paulatrm afcendere momses
Cernere eras, [enfimque cavas fubfdere valles,
Isque cavas valles trepidas decurrere lympbas.
Neve iterum immiffa tellus fagmaret ab unda,
Limistibus compreffa fuis refonansia pangis
Littora, prefcriptas volitans tranfcendere metas.
BucHAN.

Awake, my foul, to hymns of praife ;

To God the fong of triumph raife.

O cloth’d with majefty divine,

What pomp, what glory, lord, are thine!
Light forms thy robe, and round thy head
The Heav’ns their ample curtain fpread.
"Thou know’ft amid the fluid fpace

The ftrong-compaéted beams to place,
That proof to wafting ages lie,

And prop the chambers of the fky.
Behold, aloft, the King of Kings,

Borne on the wind’sexpanded wings,

(His chariot by the clouds {upplied,)
Through Heav’ns wide realms triumphant nde.
Around him rang’d in awful ftate

Th’ aflembled ftorms miniftrant wait ;
And flames, attentive to fulfill

"The ditates of his mighty will.

On firmeft bafe uprear’d the earth

“T'o him afcribes her wondrous birth.

3 He
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He fpake ; and o'er each mountain’s head

The deep its watery mantle {pread :

He {pake ; and from the whelming flood

Again their tops emergent ftood ;

And faft adown their bending fide -~

With refluent ftream the currents glide :

Aw’d by his ftern rebuke they fly,

While peals of thunder rend the fky,

In mingled tumult upward borne

Now to the mountain’s height return,

Now lodg’d within their peaceful bed

Along the winding vale are led,

And, taught their deftin’d bounds to know,

No more th’ affrighted earth overflow,

But obvious to her ufe (their courfe

By nature’s ever copious fource

Supplied,) refrefh the hilly plain,

And life in all its forms fuftain. Merrick.
And now toreturn toour Silver Hand or ftream,

ifluing, as we faid before, out of the northern end

of Lough-Foyle, whofe many falls, in {o fhorta

courfe, hath led us fo long a dance, 1 fhall give one

remarkable paffage concerning it, which you may

take on my own certain knowledge. In a very

cold feafon, about twenty years fince, Lough-

Iron, (whereinto I told you this brook falls) being

frozen all over, infomuch as men and horfes went

over it without hazard ; this Silver Hand, when

it had attained the lake, held on its courfe, I

mav rather fay channel, thro’ the whole length of

the lake, liquid and unfrozen ; and, which is

more to be admired, the ftagnant water of the

lake itfelf, continued frozen under the liquid

running ftream ; infomuch as both men and

women, with horfes leaden, did, at that time, fafe.

ly walk on theice, thro’ the fiream. I myfelf, be-

D 2 ing
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ing one, walked ancle deep in the water on the ice,
where I am certain, there was of ice and water
together, the depth of no lefs than fifteen foot.
This continued thus for many days, during the
cold feafon, and feeming to admire it, I was told
by an ancient and grave perfon, that it had been
fo once before in my grand-father’s days : and
tradition tells us, it was once fo, when the monks
dwelt here. The caufe hereof may be, for that
the water, by falling over fo many precipicesand
mills, in the fhort courfe before defcribed, hath
its {pirits fo excited and made attive or tremulous
in it, fo as that the cold cannot fo eafily fix the
parts thereof, as of the more dull, phlegmatic
and flagnant water in the lake itfelf, as we fee
running rapid ftreams do not fo readily freeze,
as more quiet water. ‘This I offer only by way
of guefs, forl confefs, I know not why for this
reafon it fhould not be always thus in great
frofts; and yet I have feveral timesknown this
Jake frozen over, without any appearance of this
fireamonit. Butl leave the more accurate and
nice inquifition into this odd phaenomenon, to the
curious witsof this inquifitive age wherein we live,

-And now to return to Lough-Foyle, whence
we have a long time deviated. Towards the
fouthern end of it there is an ifland, before-men-
tioned, and in it a church, faid to have been of
olda place of pilgrimage. In our laft, long and
wnhappy wars of forty-one, towards the. latter
end thereof, when the power of our Englith arms
began to prevail in this country ; this ifland was
made a,gamfon, or a place of retreat and fafety
fot,thc natives, who hitherto, and to all fuchlike
places, flocked for fecuring their perfons and
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goods, until they could make their compofition,
From this ifland then, were fent two menin &
cot to bring in turf, from a neighbouring
where it ftood ftacked up and dry : having load
their cot, they took in a young woman, whom
they feated in the midft of the cot upon the turf,
and launched forth. It fortuned the cot fprung
an unufual lake, and before they heeded it, it
was more than half full of water; the men plied
thebeft they could to get to lund, but the water
prevailed fo that the cot funk ; the men not
fkilful m fwimming were both loft ; the woman,
| in {o grest a confternation, giving herfelf for loft,
cadeavoured no way to fave herfelf, but fat fijll
' without motion and almoft without fenfe ; yet
it pleafed the Almighty, who oftentimes wonder-
flly and beyond hope appointeth means of de-
livrance, when the cot funk, the continuing ftill
inthe pofture fhe was firft feated in floated, for
fomuch of the turf remained united under her
coats a8 buoyed her up, and there being no wind
on the lake, fhe continued floating, until that by
tnother cot, fent out from the ifland, fhe was
received almoft fenfelefs into the fame. This ftory
hath been confirmed to me, not only by an eye
~ witnefs, but by one of thofe, who in the other
cot relieved her ; and Iam told the woman is yet
living. This paflage verifieth, that of the poet,
tho’ in a fenfe different from his, for had fhe en-
deavoured to fave herfelf, it is like fhe had efcap-
ed no better than the other two did :

Uns falus vitlis, nullam fperare falutem. VIRG.
Catch one laft beam of fafety from defpair.

Pirrt.

Hence
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































